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the Classificatory, and the Theoretical. However
humiliating it may sound, every one of our sciences,
however grand their present titles, can be traced back
to the most humble and homely occupations of half-
savage tribes. It was not the true, the good, and
the beautiful which spurred.the early philosophers to
deep researches and bold discoveries.

The Empirical Stag*e.

The foundation-stone of the mosfc glorious structures
of human ingenuity in. ages to come was supplied by
the pressing wants of a patriarchal and semi-barbarous
society. The names of some of the most ancient
departments of human knowledge tell their own tale.
Geometry, which at present declares itself free from
all sensuous impressions, and treats of its points and
lines and pianos as purely ideal conceptions, not to be
confounded with the coarse and imperfect representa-
tions as they appear on paper to the human eye-
geometry, as its very name declares, began with
measuring a garden or a field. It is derived front
the Greek rye1, land, ground, earth, and vn&ron, mea-
Hure. Potany, the science of plants, was originally
the science of Ijot&nTi, which in Greek does not mean
a plant in general, but fodder, from boskein, to feed.
The science of plants would have been called Phy-
lology, from, the Greek phytoti, a plant.1 Tho founders
of Astronomy were not the po(3t or the philosopher,
but the Bailor and the farmer. The early poet may
have admired the * maxy dance of planets/ and the

philosoplier may have speculated on the heavenly
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1 See JesBen, Was hciftxf llotanik ?   1861.
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